JOIN US FOR A PRIVATE TOUR OF ANDALUSIA

Thursday, April 27, 2023

1:00 P.M. Bus Departs Wilmington Club
4:30 P.M. Depart Andalusia for Wilmington Club*
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Andalusia Historic House,
Gardens & Arboretum




Located on a wooded promontory overlooking the Delaware River, Andalusia has been a stately presence on this stretch of water, just north of Philadelphia, for more than 225 years. Founded in 1795 by Philadelphia merchant John Craig as a summer retreat, his daughter, Jane, and her husband, Nicholas Biddle, oversaw massive expansions of the property in the 1830s.The ancestral home of the Biddle family; Andalusia is also a natural paradise of preserved native woodlands and spectacular gardens that continue to evolve today. Placed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks in 1966 and opened to the public in 1980, it provides an unparalleled look into the nation’s past.
Historic House
With its soaring white columns and superbly crafted interiors, the mansion at Andalusia—called the Big House—is one of the finest, most distinctive examples of Greek Revival architecture in the United States. Inhabited from the 1790s until the 1970s, the story of Andalusia parallels and reflects that of the nation itself. Visiting this National Historic Landmark is a journey back in time, an invitation to see firsthand the traditions and tastes of the generations of Biddle family members. 
 
Gardens
Andalusia’s gardens date back more than 200 years first created in the late 18th century by John Craig. Craig was an avid plantsman, as evidenced by his copy of the 1791 book, Every Man His Own Gardener. Andalusia’s gardens are a succession of delightful surprises. Though rooted in the English Landscape tradition, Andalusia is not meant to be an historic landscape. Its gardens and grounds have continuously evolved since the late 18th Century.  Situated along the banks of the Delaware River, with its landscape dominated by large specimen shade trees on a lawn surrounding a Greek-Revival mansion, has chosen to the Greek/ Latin concept Arboretum as the guiding principle for its Landscape Collections Policy.
 
 
 
 
 
Comfortable flat shoes recommended.
Please note: Stairs entering the Big House.
Transportation & Museum Fees $72
*Special Dinner to Follow

Please contact the office for reservations: 302.658.4287 or wilmclub@comcast.net

